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The History of Dalvie Parish... .. 


N ACCOUNT of the first missionary 
field of Abbot B. H. Pennings, O. 
Praem., should be of interest to all mem- 


bers of the Archconfraternity of St. Jo- >” 


seph, of which he has been the Director for 
go many years, . 


This place was called Delwiche by the 
first settlers because Mass was said in the 
carly days in the house of William Del- 
wiche on\the road halfway between the 
present church and the bay shore. Later 
un a post-offica was established in the 
home of Francois Evrard next to the 
church, This was called Namur, an appro- 
priate name because many or most of the 
pioneers eame from the neighborhood of 
Nainur, Belgium. Then recently some of 
the learned town or school board officers 
gave the name of Fairland first to the pub- 


lic school a short distance from the church; ` 


then if wns adopted by the cheese factory 
opposite the school; finally signs were put 
up along the highway announcing to the 
world that the half dozen houses are noth- 
ing less than the village of ‘‘Pairland’’. 
The name ‘‘Union”’ is also applied to this 
place because it is in the township of that 
name. The mailman today, however, 
doesn’t. know any of these names. If your 
letter is not addressed to Brussels P. O., 
he won’t know where to find you. 


Ilow a great part of the Door County 
peninsula happened to be settled by Bel- 
gians is deseribed by Mr. Hjalmar Holand 
in his history and need not be repeated 
here. The first ones came ta Delwiche in 
1856. My neighbor, Mr. J. B. Evrard, iold 
me that he made the trip across the Atlan- 
tic in d sailing vessel, landed at Quebec, 
sailed up-the St. Lawrence River across 
Lake Ontario to Toronto, went by rail to 
Collingwood and again by boat through 
Goorgian Bay to Iako Huron, Lake Michi- 
gan, and finally to Green Bay. He spent 
some time with friends and relatives at 


Premiers Belges (Robinsonville) and took ` 


up his home in the wilderness of the town 
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of Union toward the end of July of that 
year. 

Soon after the arrival of the first Bel- 
gians, Holy Mass was offered by Father 
Daems of Bay Settlement in the home of 
William Delwiche. Services were held there 
from time to time until a church was built. 
The records of the congregation ag far as 
they were kept were in the hands of the 
trustees and few of them have been pre- 
served. There still exists an old account 
book begun in 1880 and continued until 
1895. It gives the names of the contributors 
and the amount they donated toward ‘the 
church. The first recorded baptism is dat- | 
ed January 19, 1885; the first marriage, 
October 19, 1871; the first interment, Jan- . 
uary 17,1885... > 


> Church Buildings 

About the year 1860 three acres of land 
were donated to the diocese by Alexander 
Evrarà and a church edifice dedicated io, 
St. Mary of the Snow was erected thereon. 
It was built of logs and measured about 25 
by 40 feet at the most, as I have been told 


-by Mr. Ernest Baudhuin and other old- 


timers who worshipped in the building. 
This church was in nse watil 1875. 


The years immediately following the 


‘great fire of 1871 must have been times of 


prosperity, for in 1874 a total of $1,368, 
an unusual sum for those times, was con- 
tributed by the members of the parish, and 
most of this money was spent in the build- 
ing of the new church. Is was an unpre- 
tentious frame building, but large enough 
to accommodate about one hundred fam- 
ilies. Later the parish lost a number of 
families when the church of St. Francis 
was built in the town of Brussels. 


The church was without a steeple until 
the year 1890. In that year by publie sub- 
scription a sum of $206.65 was raised for 
the purchase of a new bell, and a steeple 
was erected over the front entrance of the 
church, '- 

i (To be continued) 


Found in the ANNALS of St, Joseph 
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he History of Delwich Parish . 


(Continued) 
DURE destroyed the church with the 
H school annex in 1892. T'he exact date of 
this catastrophe is not in the present re- 
cords. However, the firstborn baby of Mrs. 
Edmond Parinse died on February 6,,1892, 
and was buried on Sunday, Febrnary 9. 
She thinks that the funeral of her child was 
the last service held in the church, Mr, 


Louis Leroy claims that the Year-Mass of- 


Charles Gerondale, who died February 16, 
1891, was said in the priest’s house the day 
after.the fire when the ruins of the chure 
were still smoking. The fire must there- 
fore have occurred about February 15, 
1892. By order of the Sisters some school 
children had started a fire in the stove of 
the church, and some negligence on their 
part must have caused the conflagration. 

Steps were taken at once to rebuild. The 
farmers hauled logs to the mill at Brus- 
sels, where they were sawed into pillars, 
rafiers and rough boards, and a squadron 
of sleighs went across Green Bay to Ocon- 
to for the dressed lumber needed. 

Father Vanier who was the pastor at 
the time drew plans for a larger church. 
The farmers donated their services for the 
work of excavation and of building the 
stone foundation, Mr. Ferdinand Lemense 
assisted by his two sons erected the frame 
werk, so that on December 31, 1892, at the 
funeral of Josephine Andre, wife of Al- 
fred Gerondale, the recast bell could be 
toled for the first time and the funeral 
services held in the new church. The build- 
- ing, however, was not plastered, and dur- 
ing the cold weather Mass was again said 
in the district school, which had been used 
while the church was being built. The plas- 
tering was done in the summer of 1898. 
When Father Pennings came in November 
of that year, he found the scaffold still 
- standing ground the steeple, but otherwise 
the work was completed. The account of 
building operations on this new church 
has apparently been lost. 

The Pastors 
' Father F. E. Daems was the first priest 
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to say Mass in the town of Union, soon af- 
ter the first settlers came, in the house of 
Guillame Delwich; afterwards other Cro- 
sier Fathers came occasionally from Bay 
Settlement to care for the needs of the 
faithful, In the accounts of the year 1875 
the name ofi‘Iather Crudt occurs and in 
the latter partof the same year those of 
Father Delosse and Stail, In 1877 Fathers 
Stail and Lucia appear; in 1878 Father Le 
Page and Pelegrin, the latter in November. 
In the baptismal records the names of the 
following priests are found: Father Ste- 
venaer in 1885, Fathers Rocagel and Mar- 
tin in 1886, Father C. Rogers in 1886, Fa- 
thers Bruns and Jouaux in.1888, Father L. 
Darche in 1889, Father Vanier in 1890, and 
Father N. E. Strigle in 1893, and Father 
Vanier again in 1893, 


In the year 1892 the Rev. Baas: Bro- 
ens was secretary to the Most Rev. Bishop 
Sebastian Messmer. His.brother Lambert 
Broens was a Norbertine Father in the Ab- 
bey of Berne, Heeswijk, Holland. As secre- 
tary to the Bishop, Father Broens was well 
acquainted with the conditions in the Bel- 
gian Settlement. French speaking priests” 
were needed there, and they were very few 
at that time. Hence the frequent changes 
and vacancies in the Belgian parishes. 
Moreover, a schismatic priest, Rene Vil- 
atte, who later assumed the title of bishop, 
was making ‘active propaganda among the 
Belgians, Hebuilt a church at Gardener 
and one in Marthand, and his presence 


- among the Belgians was the more danger- 


ous because he was a cunning, energetic, 
and fluent Frenchman. Father | Broens sug- 
gested as a solution of the tronblesome 
conditions that French speaking priests 
from Berne be requested by the Bishop. 
Bishop Messmer laid the plan before his 
consultors, Father Brocns wrote about this 
matter to his brother in Heeswijk, and the 
result was that the jus patronatus of the 
Belgian parishes in Door and Kewaunee 
Counties was ceded to the Norbertine Fa- 
thers of Heeswijk. 


